a believer in God, but won’t preach to
any of you. This is a miracle not only
for me but my family and friends, too!
It’s people like you that help make
them come true.

“Just so you all know a little about
me: | had two brain surgeries in
California, one in 1987 to remove an
aneurysm that burst on my brain, and
one in 1989 for a malformation to be
removed. Mom was right by my side
for both. | had radiation therapy after
the surgery in 1987 hoping to shrink
the A. V. M. It really wasn’t the
surgeries that did this to me but a
delayed reaction from the radiation.
I’m praying that it will stop
progressing and so is my doctor. My
life has really been affected by this. |
just keep clinging to a verse in the
Bible, 1 Corin.10:13. It basically says,
‘God won’t give us more than we can
handle.’

“I have fallen so much, breaking
bones and knocking myself out, that I
started carrying a cell phone fulltime.

"This is a miracle not only for
me but my family and friends
too! It’s people like you that
help make them come true... |
hope everyone of you knows

how much | appreciate this and

will always tell everyone of your

kind hearts."

So now when | do fall and can’t get
up, | can call someone to come help
me. Now, because of your kind hearts
I won’t have to worry about that as
much. About one-and-a-half hours
before we came | fell face first into the
hardwood floor and bent my new
glasses all up. I called 911 and they
came and picked me up.

“When Mom told me what you were
doing, all we could do was cry. It was
hard for either of us to be on the
receiving end of all this. We actually
had to hang up and talk at a later time
so we could both gain our composure.
I couldn’t breath from crying so hard.
| hope every one of you knows how
much | appreciate this and will always
tell everyone of your kind hearts. Once
again, thank you all very much!”

Story by Mike Richards, Editor,
Oregon Beak & Quill.
Photos by Eva Oas.
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MOH’iS’ MN
Adds

4-Legged
Member

One of the newest members of Aerie 620,
in Morris, Minnesota, is Jake, the local
Police Department’s K-9 drug dog, who was
given an honorary membership by Worthy
President Garrett Ashburn at a special
ceremony at the annual membership dinner
last May.

“Jake is an important crime fighting tool
that will help the Morris Police Department
to provide better protection for our
community,” said Ashburn. “Everyone at the Eagles is excited
and proud to have helped make Jake the newest officer on the force.”

Jake and his partner, Officer T.J. Voges, received a framed certificate
declaring Jake’s honorary membership to the Morris Aerie. Voges then talked
with the membership about Jake, his training and the project. Members got
to talk with Voges, ask questions, and see Jake up close.

The Morris Eagles provided 100% of the funding for bringing Jake into the
police force. Chief Jim Beauregard, himself an Eagle, approached the Aerie
last spring about having the lodge sponsor a project to fund the
implementation of a drug dog at the Morris Police Department. “Our
connection with the Morris Eagles club was a natural fit,” says Beauregard.
“The club has been very active in supporting public service/EMS projects for
many years, and the enthusiasm of its members for this new project has been
great.”

“It was the kind of project that we were looking for,” said Ashburn. “A
project that provides public safety in addition to creating public awareness of
a rising problem in our community.”

Working with the health and public safety departments in the community
is one of the top priorities of the Morris Eagles. In the recent past, Aerie 620
has provided support to the Steven’s County Sheriff’s Department to
complete the installation of the new 911 system, and purchased four new
self-contained oxygen packs for the Morris Fire Department, along with
providing funding for the new fire truck.

“The Morris Aerie has always provided support for the men and women
who protect our community day in and day out,” according to Aerie
Secretary Mike Cihak. “The tools they need to do their job cost a lot of
money, and unfortunately, these public services don’t have the resources to
entirely meet their needs. And that’s where organizations like the Eagles
come in.”

he Morris Eagles provided the funding needed to begin training and to

equip the squad car to handle Jake. The Aerie will be making periodic
contributions throughout the year to complete the initial pledge, and future
donations for maintenance of the project.

To raise money over the summer, the Morris Eagles hosted two street
dances during Prairie Pioneer Days, the city’s annual celebration.

Eagles Mike Cihak and Don Rasmussen attended the Morris Council
meeting last May to witness Jake officially receive his police badge. “It was a
pleasure seeing Jake get his badge, and becoming a part of the Morris Police
force,” said Cihak. “And also knowing that our Aerie is the major reason the
project is a reality. It’s very rewarding for our Aerie.”

The Morris Aerie was chartered in 1904, and just celebrated its 98th year
serving the Morris community.



